God's Master Plan Bible Study

Lesson 10 – Christ’s 1st Year of Ministry – Opening Events

God's Master Plan #10 – Christ’s 1st Year – Opening Events


Jesus’ public ministry began when He turned thirty years of age and lasted just shy of three and a half years.  Jesus’ ministry can be conveniently divided into three distinct timeframes:

1st Year of Ministry – The Year of Obscurity

2nd Year of Ministry – The Year of Popularity

3rd Year of Ministry – The Year of Opposition

The details of Jesus’ life and earthly ministry are recorded in four books of the Bible, the first four of the New Testament:  Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  Because these books tell the “good news” of the coming and ministering of Jesus Christ, bible scholars commonly call them the four “gospels”
.  Matthew and John were members of the inner twelve Disciples of Christ and wrote what they saw during their time with Jesus.  Mark was a young man whose mother was a follower of Christ and who in later years became as an adopted son to the Apostle Peter; his gospel is probably based upon Peter’s memories and experiences.  Luke was a physician who later became a believer after Jesus’ resurrection and who interviewed members of the church and compiled his gospel from their stories
.  The gospels do not cover all of the same events and exact time periods of Jesus’ life and the following chart may be helpful in understanding their content:

	
	Jesus’ Birth & Early Years
	Opening Events of Ministry
	1st Year of Ministry
	2nd Year of Ministry
	3rd Year of Ministry

	Matthew
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	Mark
	
	X
	
	X
	X

	Luke
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	John
	
	X
	X
	
	X


Because Matthew, Mark, and Luke focus more on the 2nd and 3rd years of Jesus’ ministry, they tend to overlap in content and are referred to by scholars as the “synoptic gospels.”  Because John alone details events of the 1st year of Jesus’ ministry, his gospel contains miracles and stories not told anywhere else
.  All four writers thought it important to record the opening and final events of Jesus earthly ministry in detail.     

Matt 3:1-2 Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 " Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 

Under Moses’ Law, a priest could not begin to minister until he was thirty years of age (Numbers 4:3), so John – the promised son born to Zacharias and Elizabeth – and Jesus Christ did not begin their public ministries until they were thirty years old.  Being six months older, John began his ministry first and quickly ignited interest with his fiery preaching message of repentance.  

Mark 1:5-6 And all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6 John was clothed with camel's hair and wore  a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey. 

John did not go to the crowds, but rather the crowds came to him!  This anointed preacher was preaching in the wilderness east of Jerusalem by the Jordan River, and multitudes would make the trek to hear his message, confess their sins, and be baptized as a sign that they had repented of those sins and were changing, a practice that led to him being known as “John the Baptist.”  John was the forerunner of Jesus Christ of whom the angel had said would be “in the spirit of Elijah,” and not only was John the Baptist anointed of God and fiery as Elijah had been, but he also was a man of a wild look and at home in the wilderness just as Elijah had been in his day
.   

Matt 3:7-10 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 " Therefore bear fruit in keeping with repentance; 9 and do not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ' We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you that from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. 10 "The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

John directly confronted the spiritually cold, religious leaders who came to hear him preach and proclaimed to them that an outward show of religion was no substitute for true, inward changes and repentance.  The fact that they were physically descended from Abraham did them no good if they did not have the repentance and faith of Abraham!  This them of John’ preaching would become one of the major themes of Jesus’ ministry:  true, heaven-sent religion is not found in a show of ritual or religiosity but rather in allowing God to truly change one’s character and self from the inside out.     

John 1:22-23 Then they said to him, "Who are you, so that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?" 23 He said, "I am A VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, 'MAKE STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD,' as Isaiah the prophet said." 

The crowds were so moved by the preaching of John the Baptist that they wanted to know who he was and John responded by preaching that he was not the Messiah, but only the prophesied forerunner, preparing the way for the Savior's coming
.  

Matt 3:11 "As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

John the Baptist preached that his ministry was one of baptism unto repentance in order to prepare the people for what the Messiah would bring.  This Savior was coming to baptize them with the fire of the Holy Spirit!
  

John 1:29-31 The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30 "This is He on behalf of whom I said, ' After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.' 31 "I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water." 

After three months of preaching for the people to prepare for their Savior/Messiah, the day finally came that Jesus began His ministry by showing up in the crowds on the banks of the Jordan.  John announced Jesus to the crowds with the introduction of “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!” foretelling that the key purpose for Jesus’ life was to die as a sacrificial sin offering.  Even though they were cousins, John and Jesus had been raised a great distance apart and it is possible that this is the first time that John ever saw Jesus Christ
.  

Matt 3:13-15 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, "I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?" 15 But Jesus answering said to him, "Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he permitted Him. 

Imagine John’s amazement when Jesus requested to be baptized!  Fully aware of whom Jesus was, John protested that He should baptize the Baptist, but Jesus told him to allow it to be so to “fulfill all righteousness.”  The baptism of Jesus by John was important for several reasons:

1. It validated John’s ministry.  It proved to all of the faithful hearers of John’s messages that everything that he had been preaching was correct and timely.

2. It signaled to John of a turning point in his ministry.  From this point on he must “decrease” and Jesus must “increase” (John 3:30). 

3. It was a powerful example to us that we must be baptized in water.  If Jesus, the sinless One, thought it important to make a trip to the Jordan River to be baptized then what is our excuse?

4. It proved God’s chosen method of baptism.  After He was baptized, Jesus came up out of the water where He had been completely immersed and He was not just standing on the banks getting sprinkled.  The scriptures say that John baptized at the Jordan because there was “much water” there (John 3:23). 

5. It provided an opportunity for Jesus to be introduced to the crowds as approved by God.  No person with a pure heart who witnessed the events of the baptism of Jesus would deny that they had seen something special and powerful! 

6. It typified the “cleansing” ritual that priests went through in order to begin their ministry at age of thirty.  As our High Priest in Grace (Hebrews 4:14), Jesus would minister in a unique priestly role and therefore water baptism fulfilled the law in which He came.   

Matt 3:16-17 After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, " This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased."

Immediately after His baptism, a visible anointing of the Spirit descended upon Jesus and an audible voice rang from the heavens; God was validating John’s ministry and introducing the crowd to their Messiah in a mighty way!  The voice said “this is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased” and yet Jesus had never performed a miracle, preached a sermon, or cast out a devil at this point, what had He done that God was pleased with?  The answer is that Jesus for the last eighteen years had lived in Nazareth in a normal manner but without sin and without forgetting His purpose and passion!  We must never forget that faithfulness in everyday living pleases God above all else!  

John 1:35-37 Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" 37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 

John the Baptist’s anointed preaching had brought him a following of disciples who accompanied him daily and listened to his teachings.  The day after Jesus’ baptism, John the Baptist pointed out Jesus and sent two of his disciples to follow Christ as they had followed him.

John 1:38-39 And Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, "What do you seek?" They said to Him, " Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?" 39 He said to them, "Come, and you will see." So they came and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. 

These two disciples were invited by Jesus to come and fellowship that evening.  We are not given details of the questions and teachings of that afternoon, but from this point these two disciples would be faithful followers of Christ!  

John 1:40-42 One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 41 He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which translated means Christ). 42 He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

The two disciples of John the Baptist who became followers of Jesus that day were Andrew and John.  Andrew immediately brought his brother, Simon, to Christ.  Upon meeting Simon, Jesus immediately nicknamed him “Cephas” or “Peter” which means “little stone.”  John would also bring his brother, James, to Jesus.  All four of these men would eventually be chosen as members of the inner twelve Disciples of Christ
.    

John 1:43-45 The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, " Follow Me." 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, "We have found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote — Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph." 

The following day, Jesus traveled into Galilee and there called Philip to be His disciple.  Philip immediately went and found “Nathanael”
 who also answered the call of Christ.  Although they did not yet forsake their jobs and homes to follow Christ, throughout His first year of ministry these six disciples – Andrew, Simon Peter, John, James, Philip, and Nathanael Bartholomew – were often with Jesus
.

John 2:1-2 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 

The following day was a wedding feast in the nearby town of Cana.  The scriptures do not reveal who was getting married, but it must have been somewhat well known in that Jesus’ family and disciples from had all been invited.  In Biblical times, wedding celebrations were often three to seven day affairs with elaborate feasts and fellowship for the duration.  A large wedding was the social event of the year and everyone would take time off to fellowship with neighbors and celebrate.  At such a large event, the worst possible scenario was to run out of food or drink before the festivities were ended and at this particular wedding attended by Jesus, such a “disaster” occurred. 

John 2:3-4 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to Him, "They have no wine." 4 And Jesus said to her, " Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not yet come."  

Somehow Mary had the knowledge that the wine had run out,
 probably indicating that she was a close friend of either the family or of the servants.  Upon learning of the situation, Mary immediately went to Jesus.  That she went to Jesus expecting the miraculous is even more remarkable by the fact that He had never before performed the miraculous!  Jesus’ response is somewhat to that end:  “why are you telling me?  How can I come up with wine?”  And yet His response seems to indicate that He understands that she is implying for Him to perform a miracle, because He answers with a “us” including His disciples and says “my hour has not yet come” meaning that I have never performed miracles before, and it is very early to begin now
.  

John 2:5-8 His mother said to the servants, "Whatever He says to you, do it." 6 Now there were six stone waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus said to them, "Fill the waterpots with water." So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He said to them, "Draw some out now and take it to the headwaiter." So they took it to him.  

Despite such a response, Mary turned to the servants and declared, “whatever He tells you to do, do it!”  Despite never seeing Jesus perform a miracle or supernatural feat, all of the subtle clues and prophecies of Jesus’ birth and life had brought His own mother to the revelation of who He really was!  When a miracle was needed, Mary did not hesitate to turn to Jesus with such faith as “I do not know how He will do it, but just obey whatever He says!”  Jesus commanded the servants to fill the stone water pots with water and then to draw some out and take it to the headwaiter in charge of the feasting for his opinion of the quality.        

John 2:9-10 When the headwaiter tasted the water which had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the headwaiter called the bridegroom, 10 and said to him, "Every man serves the good wine first, and when the people have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now." 

Somewhere between the water entering and exiting the pots, it had miraculously changed into the finest tasting wine
!  The common practice of the day was to serve the best tasting wine first and when the people had tasted it for a while, then to slip in inferior quality wine in order to save money.  But the headwaiter exclaimed that this feast was such that the best wine was being served last!  What could have been a humiliating experience for the family of the feast became a situation that impressed the guests even greater, because after eating and drinking for days, the best was yet to come!   

John 2:11-12 This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.  12 After this He went down to Capernaum, He and His mother and His brothers and His disciples; and they stayed there a few days. 

This first miracle of Jesus validated His ministry in the eyes of His mother and His disciples and afterwards, they traveled along with Jesus’ family to Capernaum, which would become a ministerial headquarters of sorts for the remainder of Jesus’ life
.  

Matt 4:1-2 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 

At some time in the first four months of Jesus’ ministry, He spent forty days and nights alone in a time of consecration and preparation for His ministry in the Judean wilderness
.  After fasting for forty days, Satan showed up to tempt Jesus while He was in a physically weakened state.  

Matt 4:3-4 And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." 4 But He answered and said, "It is written, 'MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.'"  

Just as Mary had noted all of the remarkable events and prophecies surrounding the birth and life of Jesus, so had Satan!  Not knowing exactly why Jesus had come to earth, but knowing that it could not be good for his evil kingdom, the devil decided to attack Jesus with temptation when He was in such a weakened and hungry state.  

The first temptation was of giving in to physical desire.  Jesus was physically hungry and weak and the devil tempted Him to give in to the physical demand and use His supernatural power to fulfill His earthly desires.  Jesus responded by quoting Deuteronomy 8:3.    

Matt 4:5-7 Then the devil took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, 'HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU'; and 'ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.'" 7 Jesus said to him, " On the other hand, it is written, 'YOU SHALL NOT PUT THE LORD YOUR GOD TO THE TEST.'"  

The second test was even subtler because the devil quoted a scripture to Jesus in a way that twisted the intent of the true meaning of the passage.  The devil quoted Psalms 91:11-12 to Jesus and tried to get Him to have “reckless faith” by throwing Himself from the temple top.  Again Jesus responded with scripture, this time quoting Deuteronomy 6:16.   

Matt 4:8-11 Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory; 9 and he said to Him, " All these things I will give You, if You fall down and worship me." 10 Then Jesus said to him, "Go, Satan! For it is written, 'YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY.'" 11 Then the devil left Him; and behold, angels came and began to minister to Him. 

The third temptation involved worship.  Showing Jesus all the kingdoms of the world, the devil offered to give these things to Jesus if He would only worship him.  It is important to understand why Satan was able to offer such a proposition to Jesus in the first place.  When God created the earth, He placed Adam as the “ruler” of it.  When Adam and Eve gave into Satan’s temptation, they transferred the spiritual authority given them by God to the devil
.  God’s way to regain the authority of the world was to come in flesh and pay the price of sin on Calvary, but here Satan offered Jesus an easier way to obtain the authority and a shortcut to true sacrifice.    

The three progressive levels of temptation of Christ reveal to us how the tempter works in our lives today.  The devil first comes to try to get us to give in to the will of our flesh and do “what we feel like” rather than what the Word of God says.  Sins of commission of the flesh such as fornication, intoxication, rebellion, and the like are simply people giving in to their fleshly desires despite what the Word of God has said.  If people refuse to give into the sins of the flesh, then the devil tries to deceive them by reckless faith that twists scripture or stands upon one scripture while ignoring others that should work along with it.  If they refuse to fall for this trap, then Satan progresses to trying to get the Christian to settle for a shortcut for the perfect will of God in their life, and to take the road that offers less sacrifice and less pain than the way of the Cross
.  Because we will sacrifice for what we worship and we worship what we sacrifice for, this trap is often through the means of getting Christians to claim to be living for God when really they worship and sacrifice for something else in their life.  

Eve fell for Satan’s trap because she was not exactly sure of what God’s Word had said, but Jesus survived strong because He was able to quote scripture to combat the temptation of the devil.  Knowing and standing on the written Word of God is the key to surviving the attack of Satan in times of temptation in our lives.  As the Psalmist wrote to God:

Ps 119:11 Your word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against You. 

People who do not learn scripture and “treasure” it in their hearts will be easy prey for Satan’s temptations.  There is nothing more important than learning and studying the Word of God!  Take the time to memorize scripture and you will become a difficult person for Satan to mislead through philosophy and temptations.    

2 Peter 1:20 But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one's own interpretation, 

Many people believe that the scriptures can be taken in a variety of ways and interpretations depending upon your own personal view, but the scripture does not teach such a principle.  Personal interpretations come from not taking all that the scriptures have to say on a subject and allowing them to work together.  The prophet Isaiah said that the principles of the Word of God would be “a little here, a little there” (Isaiah 28:10) and so to learn about any subject in scripture; first all of the scriptures that relate must be found and then brought together.  If scripture is allowed to interpret scripture so that a person’s interpretation harmonizes with all of the scriptures on the subject, then one has not a personal interpretation but God’s intended meaning on that subject.  We must beware of “interpretations” or doctrines that stand only on one verse of scripture and ignore others that contradict such a belief, and only in taking everything that God’s Word has to say about a subject do we find the truth as God gave it.   

� The “Year” of Popularity actually lasted around 14 months. 


� “Gospel” simply means “good news.”  


� Luke also wrote the book of Acts, is the only Gentile writer of a book of the Bible, and by far has the best command of the Greek language among the writers of the New Testament. 


� Compare the description of John the Baptist given here with the description of Elijah in 2 Kings 1:8.


� The message that John preached of repentance and water baptism is still the correct action to take to prepare for Jesus’ coming into your life through the baptism of the Holy Spirit!


� Or, as some believe, they had met in their childhood, but John never “recognized” Jesus as the Messiah until this moment.


� In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Nathanael is called Bartholomew. 


� Joseph is not here which is further indirect proof that he had probably died by this time.


� Jesus’ half-brothers went with them to Capernaum, but obviously had not attended the feast or had not been aware firsthand of the supernatural event.  Jesus’ brothers and sisters would not become believers in His kingdom until after His resurrection.  


� See Ephesians 2:2; John 8:34.


� As in the case of Jesus, Satan doesn’t so mind a miraculous birth of the Spirit in your life, if you will settle for less than the perfect plan of God for your life and will not finish what God birthed you to perform.  





Endnotes





� Each year of ministry can be further divided according to the region in which Jesus ministered and by the brief trips to Jerusalem for festivals that Jesus and His disciples faithfully took.  A general overview of each year of Jesus’ ministry helps to provide a context for the events that we will study:





1st Year – Opening Events, Judean Wilderness & Galilee	(4 months)


1st Year – Early Judean Period 				(8 months)    


2nd Year – Early Galilean Period 				(4 months)


2nd Year – Passover in Jerusalem


2nd Year – Middle Galilean Period 				(10 months)


3rd Year – Later Galilean Period 				(6 months)


3rd Year – Later Judean Period 				(3 months)


3rd Year – Perean Period 					(3 months)





� The best way to understand the difference between the four gospels is to understand the genealogies that are recorded within them.  Here are some points to ponder about the four viewpoints of the life of Christ:   





The Gospel of Matthew





Matthew's genealogy is found in Matthew 1:1-17 and there are several interesting points to note:





1.   It only goes back to Abraham.


2.  It is Joseph's genealogy and thus the legal descent of Christ.


3.  There are four women mentioned by name, each which got there through unique or remarkable circumstances.


4.  It emphasizes that there are three sets of 14 generations in the lineage of Jesus (vs 17).





These four characteristics of the genealogy of Matthew prove that he wrote his gospel trying to convert the Jews.  He presents Jesus as the King of the Jews, and that is why when Matthew records the birth of Jesus, he only records the part about the wise men coming to search for the King that has been born and why Matthew points out the scripture that foretold the Messiah's being born in Bethlehem.  Jesus is being presented as the "son of Abraham, King of the Jews." 





Matthew assumes that you have a basic understanding of Jewish law and culture and the key word of Matthew is "fulfilled" (occurring 16 times).  Matthew records more of Jesus' sermons than any other Gospel.  The best of these sermons is the "Sermon on the Mount" which is found in Matthew 5-7.  Matthew spends a lot of time recording the clashes between Jesus and the Pharisees (the Jewish leaders of the day).  Biblical scholars have long noted the Gospel of Matthew as not making any effort to present events in chronological order.  





The Gospel of Mark





Mark was an eyewitness to most of what he wrote although he was very young when it happened.  It is believed by most Bible scholars that much of the Gospel of Mark was actually Peter's oral account of the life of Christ that Mark wrote down.  We know that later in life, Mark became like a son to Peter (1 Peter 5:13).  Mark, along with Timothy and Titus, would become the second generation of leaders of the Early Church.





The Gospel of Mark has no genealogy.  It never mentions the birth of Jesus Christ and begins with action with John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness.  These is because the Gospel of Mark was primarily written to convert the Romans and the Romans did not care about where a person came from or the circumstances of their birth but were only interested in a person's power and ability.  The Gospel of Mark reads like an action novel; it is the shortest gospel and spends most it's time on Jesus' miracles.  In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus is always "doing" something and the keyword is "straightway" which means "immediately" (occurring 19 times).  Mark presents Jesus as the miracle worker who was still an obedient servant to God.  





The Gospel of Luke





Luke wrote his gospel to a friend named Theopolis whom Luke was trying to convert (Luke 1:3) and Luke also wrote the book of Acts for the same purpose (Acts 1:1).  Luke is the most educated of the writers and it shows in his command of the Greek language.  That Luke was a physician is revealed in the accuracy of even the littlest details particularly his descriptions of medical conditions brought to Jesus.  Archeological finding have shown that all of Luke's notes about the placement of the Roman army divisions and taxations and rulers are fastidiously accurate.        





The genealogy of Luke is found in Luke 3:23-38 and there are several interesting points about his genealogy:





1.  He traces Jesus' lineage all the way back to Adam, the first man.


2.  It is actually the lineage of Mary, and thus the record of Christ's human descent.  


3.  Luke goes in reverse order in his genealogical presentation than Matthew's gospel, and Luke begins with Jesus and proceeds backwards in time.  





These points reveal to us that Luke was attempting to win a Gentile, and his gospel was probably written with the cultural background of the Greeks in mind.  The Greeks were interested in the humanity of Jesus Christ and in the events surrounding His birth and so Luke spends several chapters detailing the events of Jesus' childhood.  Only Luke mentions Jesus' dedication in the temple and the event of Jesus being found in the temple at the age of twelve (Luke 2:22-52).  





Luke presents Jesus as the "Perfect Man" and the key phrase in the gospel is "Son of Man" (occurring 25 times).  Luke's gospel shows that Jesus is the answer to the questions posed by man's philosophies.  Luke focuses on the "parables" of Jesus that used earthly stories to teach heavenly truths in the manner that the Greeks were familiar.  Of the 32 that we have recorded, 20 of the parables of Jesus are found in the Gospel of Luke and 14 are found only in Luke. 





The prominent idea of Luke is that only by following Jesus' example can we be the perfect man, and that even with that successful humanity only comes by God's grace.  Because of his Gentile audience, Luke often inserts notes explaining Jewish festivals and customs to the reader.  Luke never mentions himself in his books by name, but in several places in the Book of Acts the narrative changes from "they" to "we" indicating that Luke was along the missionary journey.  It is obvious from Paul's writing that Luke was a dear friend as he called him the "beloved physician" (Colossians 4:14; 2 Timothy 4:11).  Luke was a very educated and yet humble man whose life's focus became the recording of the events of the Early Church.  For his writings, we are ever grateful!    


 


The Gospel of John





The Gospel of John is vastly different from the other gospels for several different reasons.  First, it was written quite a few years after the others and is the only gospel written where the writer had copies of the other three.  His realization that the other writers neglected the first year of Jesus' ministry while thoroughly covering the second is probably why John wrote about the first year and then skipped the second.  The Gospel of John is also vastly different because it was written to a very different audience as is evidenced by the genealogy.  John's genealogy is found in John 1:1-14 which states that Jesus was the logos, the plan of redemption in the mind of God come in flesh.  





The gospel of John was written to the born-again church and its primary focus is to remind them that Jesus was God in flesh and prove His deity.  The key thought and emphasis throughout the Gospel of John is to show that Jesus was more than just an earthly king, powerful miracle worker, and perfect man, but was also God!  This is why that John's Gospel alone records the story of the Jewish leaders trying to kill Jesus because He said that He was God (John 10), Jesus' conversation with Philip about who the "Father was" (John 14), and five chapters detailing the events of the Last Supper before Jesus' crucifixion (John 13-17)!  Every detail in John is placed in the book for the express purpose of presenting Jesus as Jehovah God of the Old Testament come in flesh.  Fittingly, the key word of John is "believe" (occurring 52 times) and his subject focus is upon doctrine.  





When John included a miracle in his book, it is because it reveals more to us about the deity of Jesus Christ.  Here is a list of the miracles recorded only in the Gospel of John, all of which uniquely present proofs or "signs that Jesus Christ is God in flesh:





Water into Wine - 2:1-11


Nobleman's Son at Cana - 4:46-54


Impotent Man at Pool of Bethesda - 5:1-16        


Man born blind - 9:1-8


Lazarus raised - 11:1-45


Second Miraculous Draught of Fishes - 21:1-14





� That John the Baptist was the fulfillment of Isaiah 40:3 is a powerful proof that Jesus Christ was none other than Jehovah God come in flesh because the Old Testament scripture says to “prepare the way of the LORD” ie... Jehovah God.  If John the Baptist was the forerunner of Jehovah and yet it was Jesus’ ministry whom he prepared the way for, then Jesus must be Jehovah God come in flesh!


 


� Although some people do not realize it, Jesus had many more disciples beyond the familiar twelve.  We find places where the ‘70” were commissioned and sent (Luke 10:1) and we find hundreds of followers at the ascension and post-resurrection scenes of Jesus’ ministry.  The twelve were chosen at the beginning of Christ’s second year of ministry to be the leaders of His kingdom and coming church.  Although called to follow Christ at this time, these first disciples did not become a part of the inner twelve until they had been faithful through the first year.  Within the twelve were what seemed to be the ‘inner three” who were showed even greater revelations and insights.  The inner three was “Peter, James, and John.”  Also keep in mind that in Luke 10:1, some of the Greek manuscripts read that Jesus sent out “72” rather than “70.”  





� Andrew and Peter were brothers, as were James and John.  Many Bible scholars believe and it is possible although not completely provable that Philip and Nathanael Bartholomew were brothers.   It is likely that Matthew and James the son of Alpheus (or “James the Less” as he is known by Bible scholars) were also brothers seeing that Matthew was also the “son of Alpheus” (Mark 2:14).  If Philip and Nathanael Bartholomew were actually sons of the same father, then eight of the chosen twelve were brothers!  Even in churches today, the highest percentage of converts are won through family and close friends of those who have met the Christ!   


    


� In the study I have given the easiest and simplest way to explain Jesus’ somewhat hard-sounding response to His mother, but the wording and setting seems to indicate that this miracle was to be a foreshadowing of something greater.  That Jesus called her “woman” indicates that He was speaking as God in flesh to humanity and not as son to mother.  She was asking for the supernatural which only God could do, and I believe that Jesus’ response to her was to see if she was ready to recognize Him fully as God in flesh.  Had Mary responded “don’t call me ‘woman’ because I am your mother” would have been indication that she really did not fully understand who He was, but her response which submitted herself under His authority and professed only faith that He could do the work, indicates that Mary not only had the revelation of who He was, but was willing to submit to Him in that role!  





There is a “law of first mention” in the Bible that teaches that the first event of anything is of special importance and meaning.  That Jesus’ first miracle was turning water into wine in stone pots is a foreshadowing of the infilling of the Holy Ghost.  As we study His life, you will find that Jesus repeatedly uses “water” to represent the spirit of man and the Spirit of God mixing (see John 4:14; John 7:37-39).  In similar fashion, wine is used to represent the Holy Ghost having been received in someone’s life (see Ephesians 5:18).  The prophet Ezekiel used “stony hearts” to represent the human condition before the Spirit of God came inside (see Ezekiel 11:19).  It is possible that Jesus’ response to Mary of “my time has not yet come” was not indicative of His performing miracles because He went on to do this miracle and many more and certainly it was the time for His miracle-working ministry to begin.  It is possible that His comment of “my time has not yet come” was a reference to the typology of the miracle that would perfectly represent the infilling of the Holy Ghost that would come in the future where stony hearts would be filled with the everlasting water and be turned to wine!  (cf. Acts 2:13-15).      


  


� There is a common misconception among the “masses” that Jesus created a strong alcoholic drink for the feast in this miracle.  But careful reading of the headwaiter’s words indicates that Jesus produced a better tasting drink, and not necessarily a more alcoholic one.  Moreover, it does not say that the people were “drunk” but had freely drunk the wine provided for them.  The word for “wine” here in the Greek is oinos, which is a general term that can refer to a wide variety of drinks produced from grapes including fresh-squeezed grape juice to slightly fermented wine as we think of it.  Grape juice was the common drink of the day, and if it were fermented, was often watered down to a point that it was not significantly alcoholic by today’s standards.  This practice is evidenced by the presence of the water pots that sat empty by the servants and the fact that the command to “fill the water pots up with water” was a common practice.  The servants did not think anything out of the ordinary, until the water suddenly became perfectly mixed wine without any other additions!  





To suggest that Jesus made a heavily intoxicating beverage in this scripture would violate several principles in scripture.  Here are some thoughts as to why we can know that Jesus made a better tasting grape drink, but not a heavily intoxicated beverage:





Jesus was God in Flesh (1 Timothy 3:16) and never sinned (Hebrews 4:15).  The God that many times had and would warn about the dangers of intoxicating beverages and inspired the scriptures which prohibit drinking such beverages would not have created a highly intoxicating drink for men to get drunk (see Proverbs 20:1; 23:29-33; 21:17; 23:20-21; Isaiah 5:11; 28:7; Hosea 4:11; Habakkuk 2:15; Luke 21:34-35; 1 Peter 4:3; /Romans 13:13-14; 14:21; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11; 10:31; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Thessalonians 5:22; Ephesians 5:18).           


If Jesus was at a festival where great drunkenness was taking place, then He would have disobeyed the commandment of Proverbs 23:20 which states “do not be with heavy drinkers of wine.”  


Jesus was both our High Priest and the King of Kings and both were forbidden to drink intoxicating beverages (see Hebrews 4:14 with Leviticus 10:8-10; Ezekiel 44:21, and Revelation 19:16 with Proverbs 31:4-5).


It is also important to note that even if Jesus had created an intoxicating beverage (which He did not), that His ministry was under Law and we are now under Grace and our bodies are not be subject to any intoxicating substance except the Holy Ghost (Ephesians 5:18; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; 6:12; 6:19-20; Romans 6:16; 13:13-14; 14:21)!  


              


� The Gospel of Matthew makes it seem as if the timing of this wilderness fasting and temptation of Jesus is immediately after His baptism, but the narrative of John, which outlines specific events of the subsequent three or four days after His baptism make this unlikely.  Scholars have long noted that Matthew is often not in chronological order and that the Gospel of John seems to make some effort to correct any misconceptions of chronology that might arise from reading the Gospel of Matthew.  It is safe to say that Jesus’ wilderness temptation took place in the first four months of His ministry, but anything more specific than that is merely conjecture.  
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